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De Bleſſedneſs of dying in the Lox b. 


REV. XIV. 13. 
And 1 beard a Voice from heaven, ſaying unto 
me, Write, Bleſſed are the Dead who die in 
the Lord from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the Spi- 


 rit, that they may reft from their Labours; 
and their Warks th them. 


HOUGH our Text 8 be deſigned more ef- 
pecially for the Encouragement of ſuch as may be 

called forth to Martyrdom for the Sake of the 
Goſpel, yet it may contain in it a Truth which may ex- 
tend to all true Believers in CHz1sT; in all Generations, 
who depart from this Life in Union and Favour with him, 
their almighty and gracious Redeemer. Accordingly we 
read of ſuch as have fallen aſleep in Chris“, by whom, 
without any Thing that appears to me like a Force upon 
the Expreflion, may be intended all his Diſciples, who 
have died out of the World in the Faith and Hope of the 
Goſpel: and in like Manner we read of ſlecping in Jeſus f, 
and of the Dead in Chrift rifing firſt t; by whom we may 
underſtand all his People in all the Ages of Time, who 
have died before his ſecond Coming, as they are evidently 
Wingaihed from ſuch as ſhall be found aliye at that Day, 
B t _ Bleed 


, 2 Cor, ww 18. | + * bv, 14. 1 1 Theſl, iv, 16. 


| Bled « are the Dead then who die in _ 1 * that 3 is, 


ERP 


Bleſſed are the Dead who die in Ghrift, in the Faith of him, 
in Dependence upon bim, in Conformity to him, and in 
ſpecial Union with bim. It is added from henceforth, that 
is, bleſſed are the Dead, who die i in the Lon n, from the 
preſent Titne, the Time of their Decraſe. Their Feli- 
city commences at their Departure hence. Better to them 
is the Day of their Death than the Day of their Birth. 
At their Birth they enter into a World of Sin and Sorrow, 
at their Death they are admitted into the Regions of Pu- 
rity.and Joy. There are no Blanke, vo empty Spares that 
interyene between the Diſſolution of their Bodies, and the 
Blefſe#nefs of cheir Spirits in Heaven. They Rep at Death 
out of an imperfect, finful, and aMifted State into a State 
of Perfection, Glory, and Happineſs, There h no inter- 
mediate Purgatory for them who die ia the Lonn, but 
they inftantly aſcend to the Manſions of celeſtial Life and 
Happineſs ; nor is there any Sleep as to their Souls between 
their Death and their Reſurrection, whatever may be the 
Condition of their Bodies, but, while the Duſt returns in the 
Dil as it was, the Spirit returns to God whe gaus it , and is 
at once made happy in bis beatific Viſion, and Enjoyment. 
Earth and Heaven, as it were, ſhare their own between 
them at a Believer's Death, The Earth receives the Body, 
of which it was formed, and the Father of Spirits takes 
Home to his own Family, to the Boſom of his Love, the 
Soul, his own Offspring, ſuch at firſt by Creation, when it 
became a'Spirit like himſelf, and afterwards a ſecond Time 
by Regeneration, when it received his holy Image, and in that 
moſt honourable and happy Senſe became a Partaker of a di- 
wine Nature gj. Further, it is faid of the Dead, that they re/t from 
their Labours, or their Sorrows f. They bad, ſome of them 
more Fr, a weariſome, n Pilgrimage ; they 
ö N met 
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| 4 — denotat Colomitates, /Ervrnnas, ot Adrgritate, cur 
quibus in hat Witt PAiconfliftantur, Stockius in Verb. 
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met with many a pricking Brier, and grieving Thorn; 


and they underwent many a ſharp' Conflict, while they 
were here on Barth. They ſuffered much, and they ſuſ- 
fered long from the Unkindneſs, and Oppreſſion of Men, 
from the Diſorders and Pains of the Body, from the Temp- 


tations and Aſſaults of Satan, and from the Burden of In- 


dwelling Sin, the ſoreſt of all Diſtreſſes, and they expired, 
it may be, in Bonds and Impriſonment, or by the Ax or 
Sword, or Fire, or Rack, for the Teſtimony of the Log p, 


and their immoveable Fidelity to him; but now they reſt 


from their Labours, their Sorrows : and they are bleſſed for 
this very Purpoſe, or in this very ReſpeR, that they might 
reſt from them, and never return to them more. Their 
evil Things are all over, their good Things have ſucceeded 
in their Place, and ſhall abide with them for ever. The 
Seaſon of Reſt, the Year of Jubilee, when theſe Servants 
of the Lon go free, is come. All before them is un- 
troubled, everlaſting Tranquility and Joy. It is added, 
and their Works follow them, or, as the Paſſage might be 
more- exactly rendered, their Works follow with them ®. 


Their Works of Piety and Goodneſs, though ſo much 
neglected here, though covered with Oblivion by Men, 


nay more vilified and ill-requited in our World theſe 
Works ſhall not be forgotten above, but ſhall follow with 
them as their Retinue, their Train, into the Preſence of 
Gop; where they ſhall be accepted in the moſt gracious 
and hanourable Manner, and, through the Riches of Di- 
vine Mercy, be crowned with eternal Glory. A Chriftian 
at Death goes Home, as the Sun at Setting departs from 


the Skies. He carries all his Beauties of Holineſs with 


him, and what he has either done or ſuffered is come up 
in Memorial before Gop, and not one Service which he 


prin or one Trial which he has undergone, | 
B 2 Mall 
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; ſhall be found. to have eſcaped the Eye of. his ber 


ſhall fail of its Reward. | 


But let us not only obſerve what is faid©in our Text, 
but in what Manner it is ſaid. What is ſaid is, Bleſſed are 


the Dead who die in the Lord from henceforth, and that they 


reſt from their Labours, and their Works follow them; But 


« what Ground have we to conclude that what is here 
c ſaid is true? Ineffable and everlaſting Blefſedneſs' is 
« undoubtedly declared, but what Regard is due to the 
« Declaration? Is not this Happineſs Imagination, Fancy, 
% Dream, or is it unqueſtionable Reality ? Is there firm 


8“ Foundation upon which Faith may caft its Anchor?“ 


J heard a Voice, ſays Fobn, that eminently good and 
holy man, known fo through the whole of his Character 
and Life, and who may therefore be believed, 7 heard 
Voice from Heaven, not from Earth, where there are 
much Falſhood and Miſtake, and where are ten thou- 
ſand thouſand Deceptions and Errors every Day, but F 
heard a Voice from Heaven, from the excellent Glory, from 


the Oracle of Gop, the true and faithful Gop, who can- 


not lie, a Voice from Him who lives for ever and ever, 
from Him who knows all Things, and eſpecially what he 


| himſelf determines to fulfil, and who is too holy to pro- 


nounce an Untruth, and too ' wiſe and powerful to be 
fruſtrated in his Intentions, for bis Counſel ſhall ſtand, 
and he will do all his Pleaſure. This Voice from Heaven 


commands the Apoſtle to write, hereby to denote the great 


Importance of the Truth that was to be made known, or 
that it was worthy to be preſerved upon ſafe and ſure Re- 


cord for the Inſtruction and Comfort of the People of Gop 


in every Age. As if it had been ſaid, Let not what is 
te now declared be forgotten; let it not paſs away like a tran- 
6 ſient Sound that dies into the Air, but write the Truth 
« let it be taken down, let it be tranſcribed, and as far as 
6 you. con immortalized, a as the ever-living Hope of all 
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e the Saints of Gon, of all true Believers in Jesus 
« CHR, through all the Nations of the World, and 
« through all the Ages of Time: Bleſſed are the Dead 
« who die in the Lord.” In this ſolemn Manner is this 
Truth publiſhed. A Voice from Heaven bids the Apoſtle, 
Write, and informs him what to write. But this is nat 
all the Eftabliſhment which is given to the Truth, though 
our Faith might reaſonably reſt upon this without any 
Thing more, but immediately it follows, Yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, * the Spirit under whoſe Inſpiration, and at whoſe 
« Command, I John, the Servant of the Loxp, write, 

„ The Spirit now dictating what I record on Earth, echoes 
cc to this Voice from Heaven. Yea, ſaith He; it is even 
« fo, it is a certain and infallible Truth; and he adds 
C likewiſe, that thoſe bleſſed Perſons, who die in the Lok o, 
<« reſt from their Labours, their Sorrows, and that their 
« Works follow with them. He not only joins his Wit- 
c“ neſs, but he dwells upon, he opens, and illuſtrates the 
„Declaration from the Majeſty on high, and ſhows that 
<« this Bleſſedneſs conſiſts in their Reſt from their Labours, 
c or Sorrows, and in crowning their Works with the 
4 immediate and everlaſting Rewards of Glory.“ Could 
any Truth have a more folemn, a mare full Confirmation ? 
Here are two of the greateſt Witneſſes, the Oracle in Hea- 
ven, and the Spirit 'of Prophecy on Earth. What one 
declares, the other echoes ; and ſurely in the Mouth of two 


ſuch Witneſſes, every Word which is here ſpoken muſt be 
eſtabliſhed. 


In further treating on the Paſſage, or rather the former 
Part, Bleſſed are the Dead who die in the Lord, 1 ſhall 


I. Conſider what we may underſtand by dying in-the 
Lox bo. And, 


II. I ſhall ſhew you the Bleſſedneſs of ſuch as die in the 
LokD. 


(6) 


1. I ſhall conſider what we may underfland by dying in 
the Lok p. 


By the Lok I underſtand © our Loy Je res Cannr. 


"This Name, Lon d, is not unfrequently given him in Scrip- 
tute, and particularly our Apoltle aſcribes it to him, when he 
Nys, Rev. i. 10. that he was in the Spirit on the Lord u- day. 
And as we read, as we have obſerved before, of falling aſleep 
in Chrift, and of the Dead in Chrifl, what can be more har- 
 monious with ſuch Paſſages, than that alſo of dying ix 
nnter, the Language of our Text? Underſtanding 
then the Logd here of our Lond Jas CunisrT, we 
may take the full Senſe of the Expreſſion in the following 
Particulars. 
(i.) Dying i in the Lon p may include in it dying in the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, By dying in his Righteouſneſs, 
underſtand dying intereſted i in that Atonement, in that Pro- 
Pitiation, which our Lorp Jzsus Cunisr has made for all 
ſuch as believe upon him. Thus it is declared, that God bath 
made him, that is, CHRIST, to be Sin for us, meaning a Sin- 
Offering, who knew no Sin, that we might be mad: the Righ« 
Teouſneſs of Cod i in him t. In like Manner, Chri/t, ſays -* 
Apoſtle, i is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one 
that believes 2 And elſewhere we read of the Righteouſneſs 
of God, which is by Faith of Jeſus Chrift unto all, and upon 
all them who believe, for there is no Difference t. Alas! 
how could ſuch ſinful, guilty Creatures as we are ever 
hope to be accepted with Gop into the perfect and ever- 
laſting Felicity and Glories of his Kingdom, according to 
the Covenant of Works? How certain our Condemna- 
tion on this Ground, as we are all Tranſgreſſors of it, 
and how inevitable our Ruin? But if we die in CHRIST 
Righteouſneſs, if we have by Faith laid hold of him as 
dur Ranſom, if we have pleaded what he has done and 
ſuffered as our Shield _ againſt the Curſes of the violated 
| Law, 
+ 2 Cor, v. 21, | 8 I Rom. M. 22. 
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Law, and the incenſed Juſtice of a Sin-hating and a Sin- 
avenging Gon, then will Gon ſhew Mercy to us in our 
| Surety and Mediator. We ſhall be accepted in the Be- 
loved, Cunts will anſwer for us, and, as waſhed in 
his Blood, and ſecured by it, as the Families of 7/-ael by 
the Blood of the Paſchal Lamb ſprinkled upon their Doors, 
we ſhall be preſented as righteous before the Throne of 
Gon to our exceeding and everlaſting Joy. We have 
made a Covenant with Gop by Sacrifice, the Sacrifice of 
his own Son made Fleſh, and offering up himfelf for us, 
and under that Covenant, under that Shelter ſhall our 
Souls, notwithſtanding all their T ranſgreffions, find Fa- 
vour with Gop even as the Judge of all, and be bid wel- 
come into the Enjoyment of his Preſence and Kingdom ; 
and the divine Veracity, Juſtice, and Holineſs ſhall all 
| approve, ſhall all receive us without the leaſt Eclipſe upon 
their Luftres, without the leaſt Infringement upon their 
Rights, and without ane ObjeQion againſt our Admiſſion 
into the heayenly Inheritance, nay with all their harmo- 
 nious Glories ſmiling upon us, while Mercy reigns unto eter- 
nal Life by Teſus Chrift our Lord . His Righteouſneſs, to 
allude at leaſt to P/alm Ixxxv. 13. is gone before us, has 
entered within the Vail before us, and fba!l ſet us in the 
Way of his Steps, ſhall open the Gates of Heaven to us, 
and lead us to the ſame Glory and Joy into which he has 
entered, while we, and our Works accompanying us for 
his Sake ſhall be graciouſly approved, and rewarded. In 
the Garments of our elder Brother, in his Robes of Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall we, notwithſtanding all our own Unwor- 
-thineſs, fit down as accepted Gueſts at the Marriage-Sup- 
per of the Lamb, 
(2.) Dying in the LoxD may imply our dying in the 
Image of ChHrIsT. As it is needful that we ſhould have 
an Intereſt in the Righteouſneſs of CHRIS, or that we 
ſhould be juſtified by divine Grace through the Redemp- 
| 4 tion 
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tion which is in him, ſo we are alſo to bear a Reſemblanee 
ta him, and to be conformed to him as our holy Example. 
He is not only the High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion to make 
Atonement and Interceſſion for us, but he is our Leader, 
and we. are to follow his Steps, and he is our Maſter, of 
whom we are to learn as his Diſciples. Dying in Cx er 
then may include dying in his Image, in a Conformity to 
him as his Subjects, Friends, and Followers. No Bleſs- 
edneſs will awake with us, when we awake in the Regions 
beyond Death, if we are not like CuRIsT. If we have 
no Renewal of Heart, no ganctification of the Spirit, no 
Principles, no Fruits of Holineſs, if we have never known 
what it is to hate Sin, to make War againſt it, to cruſh 
and crucify it, and if we have not ſomething of the ſame 
Mind that was in CHz1sT, we may be affured that we 
ſhall-never have our Lot with the Bleſſed who die in the 
Lond. CursT will never number Wolves, and 8 wine, 
and Goats with his Sheep. He came to ſave his People from 
their Sins, not only from their damning Curſe, but from 
their leprous Impurity. As we have a Title to Heaven 
from the good Pleaſure of our God ſhining forth upon us 
in the Son of his Love, ſo we have a- Meetneſs for it in 
the Work of the Spirit of Grace and Holineſs upon our 
Hearts. What would the pure Abodes on High be to a 
ſinful Soul? What Pleaſure would the Sight of an holy 
Gop afford? What Delights would there be in Commu» 
nion with the Father, = with his Son Jesus Cn, 
and in contemplating their immaculate and infinite Beau- 
ties of Holineſs? What Charms would there be in the So- 
ciety and Songs of holy Angels? Or where would be the 
Satisfaction of Conve ſes with Saints made perfect What 
heavy, irkſome, painful Drudgery would there be to an 
alienated, diſaffected Spirit in holy Exerciſes and Employ- 
ments? To ſuch a vitiated diſtempered Mind the Joys of 
the celeſtial Paradiſe would be inſipid, and all its Glories 
eclipſed ; nays the Joys would become Pains, and the 
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Glories be turned into Darknef, It is not the Place, but 
the Suitableneſs of the Inhabitant to the Place, which pro- 
duces and ſecures Happineſs. Take a wicked Man from 


the Indulgence of his infernal Paſſions, and brutiſh Luſts, 
and confine him but for a Day to devout Exerciſes, ſuch 
* as Praying, Reading, Hearing the Word, ſinging the di- 
vine Praiſes, and the like, and how will he languiſh and 
groan under the heavy Load of the lingering Hqurs and 
Moments? How unfit then muſt he be to be a Pillar in 
the Temple of Gop above, and for the Employment of an 
whole Eternity in Adoration, Obedience, and Praiſe? If 
you was to cover a Swine with fine Linen, perfume it 
with the richeſt Odours, and bring it into the moſt mag- 
nificent Rooms of State, what would all theſe Things 
avail to its Enjoyment ? Would they not be quite taſteleſs 
and undefirable? and would not its low impure Nature 
incline it to return to its Sty, and wallow in the Mire ? 
To die in CHRIS then is to die in his Image, it is to die like 
CHnrrsT, to die under the Unction of his Spirit, to die as 
an holy Member of him our holy Head. And to convince 
you, if there was any Want of Conviction upon fo clear a 
Point, of the Neceſſity of Holineſs as to all ſuch who hope 
to die in the Lokp, let me call again to your Remem- 
-brance what is here added concerning them, that their 
Works follow with them. Saints do not go unattended to 
Heaven, but their Perſons, and their Works of Faith, and 
Labours of Love are all accepted with God through Ixsus 
CnrrsT. How dreadful then muft be their Condition, 
they muſt not be among the Bl://ed but the Curſed, who 
have no good Works to follow with them, not indeed as 
meritorious Pleas, as bold Claimants, but as clear and in - 
dubitable Evidences whoſe they are, and whom they have 
ſerved ; not in the Van, as if they would challenge Heaven 
for the Workers of them, but in the Rear, in the Train, 
as humble, modeſt, of low Account with the Authors of 
chem, 
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them, but while they are caſt, as it were, behind their 
Backs; and not ſeen by the People of Gop themſelves, 
yet fill they accompany them, ftill they are preſent with 
them, and they are all obſerved, and they are all rewarded 


by their good and gracious Father. They and their Works 
are found unto Praiſe, and Glory, and Honour ; for with- 
out Holineſs no Man ſhall fee the Lord *; and blffed are they 
who do his Commandments, that they may have Right, or Pri- 
vllege, to enter in through the Gates into the Cityf, 
(.) And Laſtly, Dying in CHa Is may intend our 
Dying in Union with Cunisr. Whenever any Souls are 
intereſted in the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, and are con- 
formed to his holy Image, they may be aſſured that they 
are united to him, or that ſuch a Relation has taken Place 
between CnRIsr and them, that is not to be diſſolved by 
Death, but that ſhall abide in all its Strength and Power, 
even when their Bodies are mouldering, or are aRually 
mouldered into Rottenneſs and Duſt. Their Lon p, who 
lay in the Grave himſelf, though he never ſaw Corruption 
there, diſdains not to account the Bodies of the Saints as 
his own, as belonging to him, even when they are in the 
loweſt State of Humiliation, even when they are ſepa- 
rated from themſelves, and crumbled and ſcattered into 
Atoms, for even then they are ſaid 2 ſeep in Jeſus g. 
Wherever Chriſtians are, and whatever befals them, 
fill they are the Lox D's. They are in his Hands, 
and none ſhall pluck them thence. The Souls and 
Bodies of the Saints are both the Purchaſe and Pro- 
rty of CHRIST ; both of them are in his Cuſtody, and 
h of them ſhall be delivered up as his Kingdom to his 
Father, and they ſhall be all preſented by him before the 
Throne of his Majeſty on high, ſaying, ** Here am I, and 
& the Children which thou haſt given me.” Believers 
died with Cun 18, (theſe are the Declarations of Scripture) 


thaw 


. © Heb, xii. 14. | + Rev, xxii, 14+ 
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they roſe with him, they aſcended with him, and they al- 
ready fit with him as their Repreſentative in heavenly 
Places, and ere long; in their own Perſons, they ſhall fit 
down with him on his Throne, even as he alſo overcame, 
and has ſat down with his Father on his Throne. Caurrsr 
hath prepared the heavenly Glory for his People, and he 
will come again to receive them to himſelf, that where he 
is, there they may be alſo; or; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, he 
Hall change our vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like unto 
his glorious Body, according to the Working whereby he is able 
to ſubdue all Things unto himſelf *. How near, how perma- 
nent is the Union between CrxarsT and Believers l and 
how ſhould we adore and bleſs him for the Honour and 
Privilege ! according to his own Prayer to his Father, Nei- 
ther pray I for thife alone, for theſe my Apoſtles, but for 
them alſo that ſhall believe on me through their Ward, that they 
all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and i in thet, that they 
alſo may be one in us, that the World may believe that thou haſt 
ent ms; and the Glory which thou gave/i me, I have given 
them, that they may he one, even as wwe are one. I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made per ſect in one, that the 
World may know that thou haft ſent me, and haſt loved them 
2 thou haſt loved me. Father, I will that they alſo whom thou 
haft giuen me be with me where I am, that they may behold my 
Glory f. 


Having conſidered what we may underſtand by I 
the Lozp, I proceed, 


II. To ſhew you the Bleſſedneſs of ſuch as die in the 
Lon b. Bleſſed are the Dead who die in the Lord. And they 
are bleſſed in a Freedom from Troubles, and Sorrows, and 
they are bleſſed in an Enjoyment of poſitive Glory and 
Happineſs. 

(1.) They are bleſſed in a Freedom from Troubles, and 
Sorrows. They die in the Log, and their Deaths thus 

| ennobled, 
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die at their Deaths, and ſhall never have a Reſurrection. 


(1 ) 
charkied; thus conſecrated, thus beatified put an — 
ing Period to all their Trials and Diſtreſſes. They have 
Beauty given them for Aſhes, the Oil of Foy for mi 
and the Garments of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs: * 
more Weakneſs, no more Pain of Body, no more 3 
ſion, no more Dejection of Mind, no more pinching Straits, 
no more cruel Reproaches, no more Perſecution from 
Men, no more dangerous Snares, no more fiery Darts 
from Satan, no more hard Wreſtlings with Indwelling Sin, 
no more Lamentations over its Diſhonours and Defile- 
ment, no Tears and Cries. for an abſent Gor, no gloomy 
Fears of miſcarrying at laſt, and falling ſhort of Heaven, 
no one Scar of the Apoſtacy, no one Relick of the Curſe, 
no, not the leaſt Trace or Shadow of them ſhall accampany 
the People of Gop to Heaven. All their Afflictions ſhall 


The Enemies, by whom they were ſo long haraſſed, and 
whoſe Power they ſo much dreaded, they ſhall ſee no more 
for ever. As the raciites ſtood upon the Shore, and turned 
their joyful Eyes upon the Deep which had buried the 


Egyptian Tyrant, and all his tremendous Army, ſo ſhall 


the Saints ſtand, as it were, upon the celeſtial Coaſt, and 
fing the Songs of Moſes, and of the Lamb, the Songs of 
Providence and Grace, and Victory and Triumph ſhall 
reſound for ever and ever to their Gop and Saviour. And 
God ſball wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, and there ſhall 
be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall 
there be any more Pain; for the former Things are paſſed 
away , as the Glooms of the Night are all diſperſed by 


the overſpreading Rays of the Morning. O happy Ex- 


change! O bliſsful State] The Pilgrim through a Vale of 
Tears, through an howling Wilderneſs, arrives now at his 


City of Security and Reſt, "The Soldier, who fought many 
a rough Battle, underwent great Fatigue and Hardſhip, 
and received many a ſharp Wound now ends his Campaign 
| with 


Rev. xxi. 4. 
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with Honour and Joy, The weather-beaten Mariner is 
no longer toſſed upon the ſtormy Ocean, no longer makes 
his Way through Winds and Waves, and Fogs, and 
Darkneſs, but reaches his deſired Haven, and lands upon 
a ſafe pacific Shore. Saints at Death die to all natural, 
and to all ſpiritual Evil, Trouble and Sorrow; the Natives 
of Earth, areleft behind, on the Believer's Aſcent to Glory, 
and Peace and Pleaſure are his Convoys to the Regions 
above, and fit down with him as his inſeparable everlaſting 
Aſſociates there. The Ranſomed of the Lord ſhall come to 
Zion with Songs, and everlaſting Foy upon their Head, They 
ſhall abtain Foy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall 
fee away®*. | 
( 2.) Such as die in the Lon are bleſſed in their Enjoy- 
ment of poſitive Glory and Happineſs. . True it is, that we 
know but little in the preſent World of the poſitive Glory 
and Happineſs of Heaven. But yet enough of Heaven glim- 
mers and dawns in the Promiſes of our God to aſſure our 
Minds that the Honours and Felicity of the celeſtial State 
are incomparably great and excellent, and far ſurpaſſing 
the higheſt Glories, and the higheſt Delights of Earth and 
Time. Is good Society defirable and*pleafant ? Our Af- 
ſociates will be the innumerable Company of Angels, and the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect F, There we ſhall meet 
our Friends who died in the LoxD, and with whom we 
took ſweet Counſel; meet them without a Complaint or 
Imperfection, either on their Side, or ours, and without 
any Thing to abate or chill our Friendſhip, or to pollute 
or interrupt our Joys. Is a good Habitation agreeable to 
us, and do we, who ſojourn in theſe earthly Houſes of our 
Tabernacles, oftentimes groan, being burdened with the 
Incommodiouſneſs of our preſent Dwellings, let the Saints 
of the LoxD comfort themſelves that a Building of Gon 
awaits them, net made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 
the 
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the Palace, the Temple of the Lond of Glory; and, if 
He has beſtowed ſo much Beauty upon this World of ours, 
the Place of his Feet, what Magnificence, what Splendor 
muſt adorn his own Manfion, his royal Seat, built for his 
own ſpecial Reſidence, for the Majeſty of his Kingdom, 
and for the Entertainment of Myriads and Millions of his 
Favourites and Sons, the Natives of Heaven, and the Co- 
lonies from this World! Further, Are we pleaſed with 
Tokens of Honour and Reſpect, and the more ſo if they 
arte given by the nobleſt Perſonages, and the brighteſt Cha- 
rafters among Men? Let us remember, thatas the Gifts of 
the Gov over all, blefſed for evermore, the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lordi, we may look, according to his Promiſes, for 
white Robes , Palms of Vitory®, Crowns of Righteouſneſs f, 
Thrones of Glory , nay, an exceeding great and eternal Wright 
of Glory ]; and in a Word, that we Hull ſhine forth as the 
Sun in the Kingdom of eur Father 5. Again, Are Proviſion, 
and Plenty, and theſe not only for the Support, but for the 
Enjoyment of Life, very grateful to us ? Let us reſlect, that 
by Metaphors taken from the choiceſt Dainties which this 
World can afford we are to learn ſomething of the Happineſs 
of Heaven, though we are undoubtedly to raiſe our Ideas of 
the Felicity there above all that is groſs and corporeal, and 
may expect much nobler Enjoyments in Heaven than what 
Entertainments here below. Is it not promiſed, that we 
ſhall. eat of tbe bidden Manna ** — of the Tree of Life in the 
Michl of the: Paradiſe of. our God: f — that we ball be fed by 
the Lamb 'who'1s in the Mia of the Throne, that we ſhall be 
Lid by him to li uing Fountains of Waters yy, and that we ball 
t down at the Marriage Sumer of the Lamb |? How wil 


®* Rev, vii.g. + 2 Tim. ie. 3. 
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that Promiſe be fulfilled in a larger Extent than what it 

was ever experienced here, that we ſhall be abundantly ſa- 

2 the Fatneſs of God's Houſe, and that we fball 
drink of the River of his Pleaſures * ? And in bis Mount 

Zion above, what @ Feaſt of fat Things is prepared, a Feaft of 


Wines on the Lees, of fat Things full of Marrow, and of 
Wines on the Lees well refined f. But what crowns and 


conſummates the heavenly Happineſs will be the Fruitioa 
of Father, Son, and Spirit, in their ever-glorious Perſons, 
their condeſcending and gracious Characters, and their 
boundleſs and everlaſting Bleflings, What a Fountain of 
Life and Love! What an Ocean of Wonder, Glory, and 
Bleſſedneſs l How adapted to the Soul, and how ſuited to, I 
had almoſt ſaid, its infinite Deſires, and its immortal Du- 
ration ! Here is the very Heaven of Heaven ! Here is all 
that is great and good, holy and happy opened to us, and 
to be for ever enjoyed by us. We have now paſſed from 
the Stream to the original Spring of Life, from the Beams 
to the Sun of Love, and we ſhall know by Experience that 
Felicity, which the P/alm;/? prefers above all worldly En- 
joyments, the beholding the Face of God in Righteanſneſs, and 
being ſatisfied, awaking in his Likeneſs f. The Saints of 
Gop having aſcended from the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, through which, as their good, though inviſible, 
Shepherd, he comforted them with his Rod and Staff, he 
will now ſhow them the Path of Life, and lead them into 
his beatific Preſence, where there are Frineſs of Foy, and 
Pleaſures far evermore d. Now ſhall we no more diſcern 
through a Glaſs darkly, but ſee Eye to Eye, and Face to 
Face, The Boſom, the Counſels of Deity ſhall be unveiled. 
Now ſhall we behold the original Springs of our Sal- 
vation, and have a full immediate View of the ſeveral At- 
tributes, Power, Wiſdom, Truth, Juſtice, Love, and Ho- 

lineſs, ſo divinely conſpicuous, and ſo amazingly harmo- 
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nized and concenteted in our Redemption. And as we thus 


behold, ſo we ſhall appropriate and enjoy. My Lord, and 
my God'! how bliſsful the Relation amidſt ſuch ineffable 


I, Glory, ſuch immenſe Felicity]! This is out Gon, and that 


for ever and ever, what Satisfaction, what Solace, what Foy 


unſpeakable, and full of Glory will this Thought give to our 


Souls! We ſhall look through Eternity, and ſee the Bleſs- 
edneſs ſecure and permanent, and ſhall have no Fear of a 
departing angry Gon, or of finding our Happineſs diſturbed 
and broken, but as the Eye ſtretches through infinite Dura- 


tion it ſhall 'diſcover nothing but Life, Peace, Honour, Joy 


without Meaſure, and without End. Under theſe Views, 
in this Experience of Felicity and Glory, how ſhall we adore, 
and love, and'obey! and how dutiful, and how pleaſant 
will it be, as we receive ſo largely, ſo conſtantly from 


Gon, to return ourſelves to him in perpetual Services, and 


the Worſhip and Homage of the higheſt and holieſt De- 
votion and Praiſe | And let me add, that for the Recep- 
tion of this Felicity, and for the grateful Acknowledgments 
of it, which indeed are no ſmall Ingredients in the Happi- 
neſs of Heaven, we may well ſuppoſe that our Powers 
and Faculties will be much more ſtrengthened and en- 
larged than what we find them in the preſent State, in 


- theſe dark Incloſures, and under theſe groſs Impediments 


of Fleſh and Blood. As the Eyes and Ears of the Child 


in the Womb, though they are formed there, yet are de- 


ſigned for the future Life for which it is preparing, ſo the 


Faculties and Powers of our Souls may be conſidered, at 


leaſt principally, as intended not for this Life, but fog the. 


Life to come; where theſe intellectual Seeds, now bu- 


ried in a manner under the Clods, or at beſt that have 


but juſt begun to put forth their Buds and Bloſſoms, ſhall 


de called forth, be expanded, and, may I fo ſpeak, full blown 
for the Reception of bliſsful Communications, and the 
moſt copious Dews of the divine — on the one Hand, 


HIV It 


and 


| (+ 
ind for che grateful Returns of the richeſt" Odours of 
Duty, Love, and Praiſe on the other, In theſe Reeiproea- 
tons, I apprebend; tonſiſts the very Heaven of Heaven, ae- 
cording to what is ſaid of the New ferufalem, and there ſhall 
bs nd mure Curſes but the Throne of God, and of thi Lamb 
Hull bo in it, and his Servants Hall ſerve him f. But 1 for- 
bear We know not what we ſhalt be = Heaven; which 
gives us the Experience, muſt give us the complest Idea 
of its Happineſs. Only let me juſt add, that if 's Smile 
from Go in an Ordinance, or the Senſe af his Love in 
what others can fiad when their Corn and their Wine in- 
creaſe, how great muſt be the Felicity of the uncloaded 
Light of his Countenance, and the fulleſt Communications 
of his Love for ever and ever ! And if there is ſo much Plea- 
ſure, as we know there is, ia the Enjoyment of the Favout 
of an earthly Friend, or Prince, or Father, what inen preſſchle 
and immenſe Happineſs muſt there be in waking from 
Death, as all thoſe fhall who die in the Lord, and find- 
ing ourſelves im the Arms of infinite Power, in the Boſom 
of infinite Love, and in the Fruition of abſolute All-ſuf- 
ficiency, mn | 


From our Subject thus opened and diſcuſſed how ds 
does this Obſervation ariſe from it, that, if we have good 
Grounds to conclude that our deceaſed Relatives and 
Friends have died in the Lon D, we ſhould be comforted 
wilder. their Loſs as we are aſſured their. Deaths are 
crowned with ſuch unſpeakable and everlaſting Gain? 
How much better is their Situation, their State, than any 
Situation or State in our World? What an happy Ex- 
change have they made, and how much more delightful 
muſt it be for them to be in the full Poſſeſſion of the ce- 
Teftial Glory and Joys than to be ſtill detained in theſe 
. ne And how much more ſa- 


0 cfying 
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| Wiſtfield, near Battel in Suſſex. He deſcended from very 


( 218 ) | 
"tisfying to have attained the Summit of their EOS, 
the Perfection of their Holineſs and Happineſs, than to be 
only prefling after, and r to them with maniſeſt 
Diſtance and Imperſection ?: 

And let me apply this Raubes * tht dne Rela- 
tives, and to Lou, the widowed Church of my deceaſed 
Brother, the Reverend Dr William Langford. Of whom 
permit me to ſpeak 1 however — it ad 
be to his real Worth. * #0) 

He e un e ee 


pious Parents. His Father died when he was very young, 
not above three or four Years old. Soon afterwards 
his Mother removed to Tenterden in Kent, where 


the Doctor received his Grammar-Learning under one 


Mr Hammond, who was a Schoolmaſter, and it is appre- 
hended alſo, though we are not poſitive, a Clergyman. 
Under him his young Pupil made, as I have good Reaſon 
to believe, a very laudable and uncommon Proficiency f. 
From Tenterden he went to Glaſgow for Univerſity-Learn- 
ing in the Year 1721, or at the lateſt 1722. In March 
1723, dated at Glaſgow-College, he drew up, what he ſtiles, 
a Covenant-Tranſaion with Gop in our Loxp Jzzus 


CnrrsrT; which thus ſtands in his own Manuſcript : 

„ O Lob, I am a loft Creature by Nature, and have 
<< gone aſtray from the Womb by innumerable actual 
-<< 'Franſgreflions, which I do particularly confeſs to thee 
this Day. And, although I received the Seal of thy Co- 


% venant in my Infant-Baptiſm, yea, though I have pro- 
1 feſſed to renew this Covenant at thine own Table, yet 


6 YA vemos treacherous in Heart, 88 conſequentiy 
& been 
4 un was A Dr Lengferd's Friends how ready he was in Cita- 


| tions from the Claſſics on proper Occaſions 3 and it is not do be wondered at, 
- as he himſelf told me, that, at an Holy'day-Scaſon, he, by the Appointment of 
- his Maſter, committed to Memory the whole Poem of Horace 4 Feateh, 


 conkitting of near 500 verſes, 
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N been guilty of the Body and, Blood. of the Logp z. at 
« leaſt, I have great, Reaſon to fear ſo. But now thou 
„ haſt, bleſſed be thy Name! diſcovered to me, in ſome 
« Meaſure, my Guilt and Miſery; and haſt manifeſted to 
« my Heart the ſatisfying Relief, which thou haſt pro- 
« vided by JzsUs CHRIS, offering the ſame to me, if I 
ill ſincerely accept of it, and warranting and com- 
©* manding me to embrace the offered Salvation, in Obe- 
« dience to thy Precept, behold, I come to cloſe with 
<« thee, as my God in CHr1sT, this Day; and that I may 
« arrive at that Eſtabliſhment of Spirit in this Matter, as 
« ſhall be both to my great Comfort, and the Praiſe of thy 
« gloriqus Gragg, &berefore am I here preſent to put it 
« out of all Doubt and Queſtion by expreſs Words before 
* thee, O Lon p, according to thy Will. 
60 My « Covenant with Death ſhall not ſtand, and my 
« woful Agreement with Hell ſhall be inftantly DES 
i reſolve, before thy Majeſty, to renounce all my Sins, 
s covenanting with thee, not to allow myſelf in any one 
ec of them, but conſcientiouſly to make uſe of all thoſe 
« Means thou hal appointed for the utter. Deſtruction of 
© myCorruptions, particularly, depending on thy Strength 
« and Mercy, I this Day covenant againſt, (1.) All the 
& Luſts of the Fleſh; promiſing to keep my Body in 
«© Temperance and Chaſtity, as long as I ſhall live, by 
« watching againſt all the Occaſions, Means, and In- 
« citements to Impurity. - (2.) Againſt that Pride and 
40 Haughtineſs of Spirit, of which I have been ſo guilty 
e from my Infancy; and I will endeavour, O Lond, by 
& thy Grace, aſter more and more Humility to the End 
t of my Life, earneſtly beſeeching thee to grant me thine 
« humbling Grace. (3.) 1 renounce my own Righteouſ- 
© neſs, which is but as filthy Rags. (4.) I hereby renounce 
& "this evil World, and all the Pomps and Vanities there- 
« of, humbly profeſſing, that this is the firm Reſolution 
| | C 2 cc of 
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& of wy. Heart, and that 1 do moſt unſeignedly Jefire 
Grace from thee to practiſe this my- Reſolution, when 
* Jam called to the Trial, f that I will forfake alt that 
js dear to me in this World, rather than turn from thee 
* into the Ways of Sin; and that 1 will watch zgainſt the 
* Teinptations, whether of Proſperity or Adverfity, left 
% they withdraw my Heart from thyfelf, my chief Hap- 
< pine, (.) T refolve alfo againſt Satan's Temptarions 
e er- ARNE reer and 


| « yield thyſelf z Slave to him no longer. 


« I humbly avouch thee this Day for the Leas toy 
* God, and with all Veneration dowing my wretched 
© Soul beneath thy Feet, moſt glorious Majeſty, I do take 
is thee, great JEHoVAH, for my Portion and Happineſs, 
4 ſurrendering up to thee my two Mites, my Body and 
* my Sok], te be thine own Poſleffion and Property, vow- 
© ing and promiſiog, through the Aid of thy Spirit, to 
« ſerve thee with them all che Days of my Life. 
< T humbly declare that T believe that Jesvs Cnrrsr, 
ce who was flain at Jeruſalem, is the Son of Gop and the 
Saviour of the World; 1 believe the Record, that in 
© him there is Eife eternal, and in him alone ; and F- do 
< in, thy Heart dequioſte in that Method of Salvation by 
ec him, and intruſt my Soul to him. 

„Here do I give che Hand to Thee, O bleſſed In sus, 
c and take all about me to witneſs that, whatever I have 
cc bitherto been, I aceept of God's Offer of Peace through 
„ Curisr, taking thee for my Head and Huſband, to 
<« love, honour, and obey thee before all others, as long 
„ ag 1 live, I take thee in all thine Offices, us Prophet, 
&&“ Prieft, and King, ſubmitting to thy Laws, 3 the Rule 
„of my Thoughts, Words, EO We Tags 


| 80 through thee to be ſaved. 


* To thy Conduct and Tiflurhce, O moſt Holy Spirit, 
Abele refigh elt grieving tht Thave i Jong and 
| SZ Eb fo 
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46 ſo much grieved thee by my Sins. O do thou go along 
_ n 
* me for compleat Hleſſedneſs in Heaven! 

If there be any Doeceit and Hypoerity in this Cove- 
4 nant, O Lon, 9 ere 
* mend them for thy Name's Salce! . 
* Now Glory t Gen the raden Holy 
„ Ghoſt, whom from this Day I ſhall be bold to call my 
4+ Father, my Redeemer, and my Sanctiſter. With all 
« my Heart thou knoweft that T now 'acquicſce in my 
Choice, reſolving not to be my own, but thine, and 
«© that the Care of whatever concerns me ſhall be on 
l thee as my HAD and Lox vo; humbly proteſting, that 
4 Failings and Infirmities on my Part ' (againſt which I 
e unfeignedly reſolve, O Lok p, thou knoweft) fhall not 
„ make void this Covenant, for fo thou haft ſaid; and this 
„ Goodneſs I intend not to abuſe, un the 
„% more to cleave cloſe to The. 

« Now I well know thy Conſent to this Genn 
ſtands recorded in Seripture, and therefore I need no 
* new Signification of it; and, having accepted of thife 
« Offer on thine own Terms, I will henceforth wait for 
'* thy Bleffing and Salvation in the End. | 

* As thou art faithful, O Lon p, pardon all my Sins, 
and whatever is amiſs in this ſolemn Engagement, and 
„ accept me in Jesus CHRIST, in whom only I aſk For- 
„ giveneſs, and in Teſtimony hereof I ſet to my Seal 
*«< that God is true in declaring him a fufficient Saviour.” 
Subſcribed by ne 
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In the ſame Sheet of Paper which contains this Cove- 
nant-Engagement there is what T may call an Appendix 
dated April 3, 1725, and it runs in theſe Words : 
To the above - mentioned Reſolutions 1 ſaw myſelf 
* . to add thefe particular Vows; | 
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(1) Les ginn all {reverence and Peng 
4. in Worſhip and Devotion. „% Lag I 
(a.) Wheteas: ſince the laſt ne SE eden 1 
>... s hive: been wofully negligent and ſecure, having fallen 
into à deep Sleep, and being a very great Stranger to 
« holy Converſe with Gon, and in great Meaſure, except 
„ on à Sabbath, or ſome ſuch eſpecial Seaſons; uncon- 
<4. cerned about Communion with him I did, after ſerious 
„ Repentance, ſolemnly. promiſe-and vow to be more di- 
« ligent and conftant in the Duties of Prayer, Meditation, 
Self Examination, Reading the Holy Scriptures, and in 
„ the Uſe of all Ordinances. inſtituted by "Gop for the 
„Maintenance of Fellowſhip with him, and Nearneſs to 
e him; and for that End, (3.) 1 did ſolemnly vow, by the 
„ Help of divine Grace, to ſabordinate my Studies, and 
« all Affairs to the great Concern of Godlineſs, and never 
66 to ſpend ſo, much Time in them, nor to purſue them in 
te ſuch a Manner as are inconſiſtent with a due Care about 
« my Soul, and the Exerciſes of true Religion. 
„ The good Lon p enable me to keep theſe . 
66 mente for Cualer s Sake l Amen. 


At G as it might be well, expected, as #4 was 
this holy Regard to interior vital Godlineſs, this Humility 
before Gob, this Devotedneſs to him, and this Dependence 
| ypon his Strength and Grace, he not only continued to 
proſecute his Studies, but to behave in the moſt exemplary 
Manner till Moy 1727, when he quitted the College, 
after he had taken the Degree of Maſler of Arti. 

* Upon his Return from Scotland, he' was ſoon fixed with a 
8 at Graveſend in — vom he was r ordained 
to the Paſtoral Office. BE 
n the Year 1734» upon the Deceale of FA Reverend 
r Daniel Mayo, he removed from Graveſend. to Londen, 
and became Co- Paſtor with the Reverend Mr Thomas Bures 
of the Church 1 Silver-frrect, the Church that had been 
1 early 


« 


"1 


y, 
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formerly under the Care of the very eminent Mr Join 
Howe. 
In the'Year WY Mr Langford, 25 1. was er at 
Sitver-fireet only one Part of the Day, was invited to be 
an Affiſtant to the Reverend Mr James Wood, then Paſtor 
of this Church. This Invitation he accepted, and conti- 
nued in this C till * E en in May 
Mis. ui 
In the June following he heated Mr i in the 
Paſtorſhip in this Place, and remained its ſole Paſtor till 
his Deceaſe; Part of the Time having Aſſiſtants to him in 
his Work, and ih other Part taking g the whole Service of 
Preaching upon himſelf. 
In 1762 the King's College at Aberdeen, at the Motion, 
unknown to himſelf, of a Brother in the Miniſtry, con- 
ferred on him the N of Doctor Divinity. 


Having mentioned ſome brief hiſtorical Anecdotes of 
our deceaſed Friend I ſhall now attempt to give you ſome 
ſhort Sketch, or general Outlines of his Character; and 
for this Attempt I may in ſome Reſpects be qualified, how- 
ever unequal I may be in others, as I had for many Years 
the Pleaſure and Honour of a perſonal, and I might ar 
intimate Acquaintance with him. 5 

Dr Langford was a Miniſter of very good Abilities, 
He had a clear Underſtanding, and ſolid Judgment, His 
Reaſonings and Obſervations upon Subjects were juſt, 
pertinent, and weighty, and his Compoſitions were eaſy, 
orderly, and ſubſtantial, not without the Mixtures at Times 
of a lively and beautiful Deſcription, and ſome Strokes 
which were rather new and ſurpriſing, though couched in 
few, but yet well-choſen Words. We are placed, 
ſays he, in the Application of his Funeral-Sermon for 
Mrs Honor Mod, in a dying World, and all Things 
te about us are natekly and periſhing ; we ourſelves flee 


© 4 + by 52 away; 
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Fe like Shadows, and contigue not; in our. be 
* Eſtate here below we are altogether Vanity. Death is 
titten upon all our Cręature-Comſotta, and inwrought 
in our Natures, and what is our whale Life hut an un- 
« interrupted Motion to the Grave?” Exetꝝ one who 
is born of God,“ ſays be, in his germon intitlad. Truth 
and Love united t, has a certain Greatneſs of Soul in- 
* fuſed into him, He is in ſome good Meaſure raiſed above 
45 Self and Creatures, and devoted to his Maker and Sa- 

* viour, in whoſe Cauſe he wiſhes to unite the Boldnefs 
| b af dhe Lion with the Centlegeſe of the Lamb, and 
** the Wiſdom of: the Serpent with the Innocency of 
* the Dove,” © The Goſpel of CunisF” (2 Sette 
tence | which I well remember falling from his Lips in 
an occaſional Sermon) . humbles vs without leaving us in 
f* Deſpair, and raiſes vs. without the leaſt Countenance to 
« our Pride.” % What, ſays he, ſhall we have a Concern 
en for , if not for Souls, Kindred-Souls, Souls for which 
„ Cunts gave himſelf a Ranfom? Indeed, my Friends, 
«* thoſe who {ſhow not that they have à Value for the 
Souls of others giye a poor Proof of being ſenſible of 

„the Worth of their own.“ And excellent is bis Expla- 
nation of our Logp's Words, the Light of the Body is the 
Eye; if thergfore thing Eye be arb, thy whole Body ſhall by 
full of Light; but if thint Eye be evil, thy whale Body ſpall 
be full of Partnefs ; if therefore the Light that is in thee be 
Dar lag, how great is that Darkneſs ? *+ The ſingle — 
ſays the Doctor t, © is the clear Knowledge and 

© Faith of the AY which ſanRify the Will, Ace. 
a tions, and practice; and the eyil Eye, is an unbelieving 
« and prejudiced Mind, which corrupts the Heart and 
„Life. =» And how dangerous is the State of that _ 
= . which ye” be its N 
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F Page 6. - ? Truth and Love united, "MM 
t has Fra oi Page 14. 
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His Viem of the Doctrines auf the Gaſpel were what | 
aue generally ftiled Calniftica; not that be called any Man 


Father on Earth, but the Sentiments, which appeared to 
him to be contained in the Bible, and which he deduced 
thence, agreed with the Tenets of that eminent Reformer. 
I will take the Liberty of repreſenting to you the Articles 
of his Faith in bis own Words from a Sermon which be 
delivered at the Admiſſan of Dr Tratter to the Paſtoral 
Charge of the Scots Congregation in Stoa/low-fireet Chapel. 
Iofiſting on the great Duty of Miniſters, that of teſtifying 
of CM, from A, iii, 4 be fays *, We Minif- 
6 ters are the Witneſſes of CyniT, and the chief Mat» 
der of our Report is the fame with that of the Apoſtles, 
te that Ja2vs CAR Is came into the World 40 ſave guiltyy 
«© helpleſs, periſhiog Sinners, and that Gon ſo loved the 
#5 World, that be gave bis only begetten Son, that whoſoruer be. 
* Leves in him ſbould nat periſh, but haue everlg/ling Life. We 
6 reach not Ourſelum, but Ghriſt Jeſus the Lard, his Di- 
6 vinity, Incarnation, Obedience, and Sufferiegs ſar us 3 
* his gloripus Reſurrection, Aſeeniion, and Exeltation at 
#* the Right-Hand of God, as the Prophet, High · Prieſt, 
and King of his Church; his Atonement and perfect 
« Satisfaction for Sin; his everlaſting Righteouſneſs, by 
te the Imputation of which all who believe are juſtified; 
* the Neceſſity of Repentance and Faith in his Blood, 
“ and of Holineſs, as the Evidence and Fruit of Faith; 
„the internal Work of the Spirit in Regeneration and 
4 SanQificationy the Promiſes and Precepts of the New. 
«© Covenant of Grace; the ſecond Coming of CHRIS to 
« Judgment, and the eternal Iſſues of it in the Happineſs 
and Miſery of the World to come. Tbeſe are ſome of 
* the great Things of Gop, which we are called to teſtify, 
de as Men who have believed and embraced them for the 
4% Salvation of our own Souls, and who, from our Ac- 
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— with Cun tit; and Love to him, defire ta 
1 che Faith” nd Actepation” of Gur 
* Fellow- Creatures.“ by 

= Theſe were in brief dhe Sevtiments which out „ 
Brother conſidered as the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and as 
| what he was bound to teſtify to others in the Courſe of his 
Miniſtry, and which accordingly he freely and faithfully 


2 as you of this Church and Congregation are 
itneſſes, and indeed the World itſelf in the Diſcourſes 


Which at different Times he publiſhed e, Theſe, 1 have 


| | n Doubt, he viewed as the Truths of Scripture, the Ar- 


_ ticles of his Inſtruction as an (Ambaſſador for - CAI, 


and as the Roots of heavenly Comfort, and vital, practical 
Godlineſs; and may I not truly ſay of him, as he does in 
Hig Sermon on the Death of the Reverend Mr Edward 
Godwin f, that the great and peculiar Doctrines of the 
„ Goſpel were his Delight, that theſe he opened with 
4 good Judgment, that theſe he defended with a Zeal 
not furious, but feryent, and that 'theſe he applied in 

. lively Addreſſes. to Mens Conſciences and Hearts.” 


May I be permitted to obſerve that Dr Langford's 


Vier 'of: the Goſpel were the ſame with the Views 
of thoſe my r e Cloud of Witneſſes in 
1 A the 


K „ 5 
A Lee 1744.—0a the Death of 
the Revgrend Mr Thomas Burer, 1747.-—A Sermon to the Charity-School in 
Gravel-lane, Southwark, 2747-8; —4 Sermon at the Ordination of the Re. 
verend Mr Jobs Sheldon at Canterbury, 1749.—A Sermon on the Death of the 
Reverend Mr Edwerd Godwin, 1764.-vA Charge af the. Ordination of the 
Reverend Mr Thomas Prentice, 1764.—A Sermon st the Admiſſion of the 
Reverend Dr Jeb Trotter to the Paſtordl Office in Sewallow-frect Chapel, 1770. 
=—A Sermon to the Correſpondent Board in London of the Honoyrable Society 
10 Scecland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 1774-—And two Diſcourſes, ip 
4ifferent Years, on the 1 of Augaf to the Society that ſupport the Lon - 
Morning-Leftore in Lim Sr Helts's, N. R. He war choſen a Lecturer to this 
Bociety-in the Year 2735, and continued in the Lecture till bis Death, 


„ „ 


THI - 
the 1a Century, whoſe Preaching, whoſe Labous, whoſs 5 
Writinge, whoſe Lives, whoſe'magnanimous Contempt of . 
chis World, when it came in Competition with their Duty 
to their Gop, and whoſe hard Sufferings in the Cauſe of 
their divine Maſter were fo illuſtrious, ſo exemplary, fo 
__ evidential of the Power of Religion, and in ſhort ſo edify- 
ing and uſeful to the Church and the World ®, and that 
it may well become us to conſider, whether in the ſame 
Degree in which tReſe Doctrines, with their powerful Ap- 
plication to the Heart, have been” neglected, the Intereſts 
of internal Piety and Holineſs, with their amiable and ex- 
cellent_Fruits, have not viſibly withered and languiſhed, 
and brought on that Day of ſmall Things, which I fear 
we have much Reaſon to acknowledge and lament, _ 
Let me add in the ſomething- like the Picture I would 
Fain draw of Dr Langford, that he was a Man acquainted 
with his own Heart, and who maintained an holy Diſcipline 
there. He was not the Keeper of other Mens Vineyards, 
while his own was neglected, and ſuffered to be over-run 
with Thorns and Briers. Since his Deceaſe ſeveral Ma- 
nuſcripts of his have been put into my Hands, and, though 
they are moſtly drawn up in a Short-Hand which I cannot 
decipher, yet I have from the Writing at large here and there 
intermixed and collected the following Paſſages, penned by 
him at different Times, and in different Frames of Spirit: —T 
have been led to a ſerious Review of my Sins, and an humble 
Confeſſion of them, with Faith in the Mercy of God, thro' Feſus 
Cbrin.— Beware, O my Soul, of ſpiritual Pride, and keep cloſe 
nd IV in bis ys ag he will affuredy aal thy Defires 
| * 
e Nonconformif's Meqarial, being an Account of the Minifers 


who were ejected or filenced after the Reſtoration, particularly by the AR of | 
" Uniformity, which tobk Place on Bartholomew-Day, Aug. 24, 1662, con- | 


taining a conciſe View of their Lives and CharaQters, their Principles, Suffer | | 
ag, = ped Wir fs Plane n | | 
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te big own Glory—Nt ſuitably eee in religions Cinforence 
and Prayers — haus been mech aut of Prams, tempted and 
perplexed about Tiflis Tos remiſs in the Care of my Heart 
for from Gad in Family and fecret Duties. T Lard be mers 
ciful to me !—» Many fweet Seaſons of late in ſecret Prayer ; 
Revivals of my dead Faith and Heps—] have been made deeply 
ſenjible of my ungroteful Bebaviaur to: a good Grd, whe bas 
fo lately met with me, and lifted up the Light of bis Conte» 
nance. upon me. I wept bitterly, and mourned after Gad, and 
FF in all 
| God's Way with me for many Years poſt has been to take me off 
from my own Righteouſneſs, I defire tofly to Chrift 5 Rightemuſ- 
. neſs. The Lord grant me Reft there! Neuer may I be baten 
off from that Refuge, from that fure and Weſſed Faundgtion 
Peace, Hope, Purity, and Foy ! Amen— A memerable Sea- 
- fon of Gedi manifefled Love to my Soul in the Night-Time 
after deep Abaſement. O what Love did this excite in my 
Heart ! What Wonder and Praiſe | What Humiliation, and 
ntire Refignation to ubs divine Will for Life and Death w-- 
the Concluſion of a Faſt-Day, Ay Buſineſs naw is to 
follow Confeſſion and Prayer with perſonal Reformation, to 
watch dver my Spirit leſt Pride and Vanity enter in and 
corrupt me, and to be careful of my whole Condu in ſecret, in 
the Family, and in public Life— Had this Day Liberty in ſecret 
Prayer, Among ather Things [ was enabled to appeal to God, 
that if he would ſay to me, am thy Cad, and will bring thee 
ſafe te Heaven at laſt, but here are two Ways to the future 
Buß which 1 offer-to thy Ghoice, ¶ will cither giue thee T ho- 
ſends of Gold and Silver, but without the Senſe of my Laus, 
and the Sweetneſs of habitual Communion with me, or I will 
gius thee the Senſe of my Love, and bigh Meaferer of ſfiritual 
"Foy, but attended with Poverty and manifold Affiftions ;” I 
would Jay in this Caſe, ** Lord, let me haus ever ſo fittle of this 
Wild, with much of thy confortable Projence, rather than al 
boy 8 fi 0 N 7 
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I may with great Truth, in repreſenting the Character 
of Dr Langford, add that his whole Converſe and Behaviour 
were moſt exemplary, and highly becoming his facred-Pro- 
feflion, Av to Spirituality, when was there any Thing 
gg 75 — ge And how oſten 
_ did they teach Knowledge, and fpeak what was truly ſa- 
vouty; and for the Uſe of Edifying? As to Uprightneſs, 
when was he ever known to flatter and deceive, or deviate 
in any Neſpect from the ſtricteſt Rules of Probity and 
Honour ? As to. Humility, who can remember in him any 
Inftances of arrogant Speeches, any haughty ſupercikous 
Airs, any Deſire of undue Power, or any proud Oftenta- 
tion of himfelf? Superiors, Inferiors, and Equals, Iam 
wel perſuaded, were alike Witneſſes of the Lovelineſs of 
his Conduct, and were treated with the Reſpects due to 
their ſeveral Situations, As to his Mecknefs, I never knew 
him, from what I tecollect, during the many Years I was 
acquainted with him, on any Oceafion whatever kindled 
into Paſſion, or uttering ſo much as ene ſharp Invective, 
er angry Word? As to his Tenderneſd and Compaſſion, 
to offer up his warmeſt Prayers, and do the kindeſt Things 
in hie Power for their Support and Relief? And as to Cha- 
tity, when was be ever heard to paſs haſty and hard Cen- 
fures upon others, or when did he ever retura Evil for 
Byil, if it could be poſſible that any ſhould at any Time 
unkindly treat him? Indeed he had the moſt perfect Good- 
Nature. Kindneſs and Benevolence were inwrought into 
his very Soul, and you might as well have attempted to 
ſeparnmte its eſſential} Powers, av rend away from it theſe 
divins Graces. In a Werd, Dr Lanyford, und for the 
buch of What Þ am faying, I appeal} 40 you his Church 
and Congregation, was a moſt firiving Reſemblance of 
Archbiſhop Leighton, and what Biſhop Burnett has ſaid of 


the one, mag be juſtly applied to the other. He: was 
6« * 
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„ Thopghts of himſelf; He had ſuch 4 Command or 


40 Recollection, that I do not remember that I ever heard 


6 30 5. 
” ſays: the Biſhop e, 4 with/the! igen ad 
e nobleſt Senſe of divine. Things. He had the loweſt 


«© Temper, that in a great Variety of Accidents; and in 2 


«<< Courſe of ſeveral Years intimate Converſation with him, 


<« I never obſerved the leaſt Sign of Paſſion, but upon one 
<« ſingle; Occaſion. He kept himſelf in ſuch a conſtant 


<< him ſay one idle Word. There was a viſible Tendency 
c in what he ſaid to raiſe his own: Mind, and the Minds 


* of thoſe he convetſed with to. ſerious Reflection. But, 
* though the whole Courſe of his, Life was ſtrict and 


« contemplative, yet he had not the leaſt Sourneſs in his 
« Temper. He bad the greateſt. Virtues with the per- 
« ſegteſt Humility that ever I ſaw in any Man; and I 
« neyer ſaw him in any other Temper, but that which I 
« wiſhed to be in in the laſt Minutes of my Life.“. 
Theſe are the Sketches, the haſty Gn -of the te 
ceaſed Dr Langford's Character. 
,- Bn for. his Departure: from our World 8 Pry 
His Conſtitution had been evidently declining for 
ſome Time paſt. An 'Hoarſeneſs, which compelled him 
to whiſper, rather than allowed him to ſpeak, had hung 
upon him for; ſome Vears, and at laſt heavily oppreſſed 
him, and much bindered his public Uſefulneſs. - 1 never 
heard him murmur or complain under the divine Diſpenſa- 
tion, though, doubtleſs, it was a ſevere Trial to him. He 
hoped to have a Relief from bis Infirmities, and a Revival, 
if it were the Will of Gop, and for that End retited to 2 
Friend's Houſe in the Country f. Thither he came on 
the Saturday Afternoon, April aa, walked in the Garden, 
and was chearful in the Evening. He went to Bed, paſſed 
ſome n _ rm Refileſinels, at about four 
14 -3,90"57%. ee 


WIGS en vel. I. P. 186; and Patoral Care, Chap. 3. 
| + Mr Joſeph Jacobs's at Croydon, 
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O'Clock on the Lon D's-Day Morning was evidently ſtrũck 
with Death, and at ſix, without any Sigh or Groan,/'as if 
he was literally falling aſleep, breathed his laſt, and, hav-_ 
ing juſt lived to begin another Sabbath on Earth, entered 
on his everlaſting Sabbath with his Gop in Glory. He 
was heard to ſay in the Night, though, as it is ſuppoſed, 
not apprehending that he was heard by any, I have 
<< been in Pain through Fear and Unbelief, but now all is 
„ remoyed by Faith.” , Mark the pere Man, and __ 
the upright, for the End of that Man is Peace. 
For hems bene bis Devinds:the-aved Man bend 
to be on the Borders of Heaven. There was a remarkable 
Spirituality in the Temper of his Soul, which diſcovered 
itſelf particularly in the Adminiftration of the Sacraments 
of the Loxp's Supper, and Baptiſm, and I well remember 
that, dining with him at the Houſe of a Friend, not'three 
Weeks before his Death, he returned Thanks in ſuch a 
peculiar Manner, I mean for Devotion and Heavenly- 
mindedneſs, that I was ſo much ftruck as to wiſh to have 
had it in my Power to have taken down what he ſaid in 
bis own Language. By how much the nearer he came to 
the Centre of his Reſt, by ſo much the more did his Mo- 
tions to it ſeem to be accelerated, and, if Heaven did not 
deſcend to him, yet he appeared to be in a Manner caught 
up into it in the laſt Days of his Sojournment in mortal 
Clay. How aptly may we apply the Lines of Mr Waller 
to our worthy Brother at the Cloſe of Life ? 


The Soul, with nobler Reſolutions deckt, 

The Body ſtooping, does herſelf erect: 

No mortal Parts are requiſite to raiſe 

Her, that unbodied can her Maker praiſe.— 

The Soul's dark Cottage batter d and decayd 

| f Lets in new Light thro' Chinks which Time has made: 
Stronger by Weakneſs, wiſer Men become, 

As they draw near to their eternal Home: | 

ae A der Leaving 
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An thas 1 hall fey ae till be > fam Wosds u you, 
bis Family, u to 
all of us who ate here aſſambbed. 1 v1 < 

r yon his Family, e 
your Sorrows by the Conſideration not only of that ſu- 
eme, and ſovereign Loup of all, who has removed your 
dear Relative from you, but alfo of the high Favour he has 
granted you that the Huſband and the Father were ſpated 
to you to- ſuch. a good old Age, and that, like a Shock of 
Corn, he is gone to Glory in his Seaſon, full gf Years, 
full of the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and meet for that para- 
difiacal-Gatnec into which I doabc not he is received. 
Encourage yourſelves in your Go, ftrive to be Comforts 
to each other, and to be Followers of your dear Huſband, 
your dear Father in the ſame Paths of Holineſs to the 
ſame Heaven, where the Separation, the ſhort temporary 
Separation, occaſioned by his Death, fhall be. no more, 
and yon fhall meat him and dwell with him in che Re- 
gions of Immortality and Joy. And may the many 
Prayers, which I doubt not he has ſent up for you 
from Tine to Time to the Throne of Grace, deſcend in 
the Showers of the cicheft Bleſſings upon you, both in this 
Life, and in that which is to come! May you, particu- 
larly, my dear Rother , who ſtood in fo near a Relation 
to the dear Deceaſed, as an Afﬀiſtant to him in the Mi- 
niftry, and as his Son by Marriage, and who have imbibed 
the Sentiments of your worthy Paſtor and Father, and ap- 
pear to be cloſely purſuing his moſt excellent Example, 
find your Soul ſtrengthened and comforted in the Lonn 

our Gop l may you enjoy many Years of Comfort and 
* in * Goſpel] and may the 

be __ Fantle 


.» The Reverend Mr Edward Fanzer, 


4" 
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Minde of the departed Zljab deſcend yer: {mean 
"double Portion'of bis Spirit!” 


"FF 


As for you; his Church ani Geese W 
— to remember your Paſtor, not only ſo as to la- 


memt bis Loſs, (for what'a Loſs is the Removal of fuch a 


Conſtellation of Graces from our dark impoveriſhed World, 
and eſpecially from you who enjoyed 


d his Labours, his 
Prayers, and his Pattern I) but ſo as to recal his holy In- 
ſtructions, Advices, and Charges, and his amiable Example 


of Piety and Holineſs, and may you be inceſſant and im- 
portunate at the Mercy-Seat that Gov would have Com- 


paſſion upon you, who are left as Sheep without a Shep- 


herd, and provide for you a Paſtor after his own Heart, 


Who ſhall feed you with Knowledge and Underftanding. 
The earthen Veſſel is broken, but the divine Treaſure fill 


remains. The Under-Shepherds die, but the great Shep- 


herd lives, and is the ſame Yeſterday, To-day, and for ever. 
I cannot offer up a better'Petition for you than that you 
may be bleſſed with a Paſtor of the ſame Sentiments, the 


Gn Abilities, the ſame Experience, the ſame Spirit, the 
ſame holy and heavenly Converſation with thoſe of your 


late Minifter, who, I doubt not; has died in the Lon p, 
and is now for ever bappy with him. May another 
Reynolds &, or another Langford fill this Pulpit, and this 


| — with the divine Glory I 


— 


As to all of us, let us ſuffer the Word of Exhortation. 
We are all frail, dying Creatures, all under the Sentence 
of Death, all ſoon to pay the Debt of Nature; or rather 
the Debt of Sin. Let not the Saints, the Miniſters of Gon 
live in vain, or die in vain as to us, but let us be quick- 


| ened by their holy Lives, and their happy Deaths, that ſoz 


D in 


* The Reverend Mr Thowaz Reynolds, many Years Paſtor of the Church at 


dhe Weigh. Houſe, 


<_* 


| 6840 
in whatever Spheres we are called. to 20, whether ' public 
or private, we may ſerve our Generation accordiog to the 
Will of God, and may have our Portion at laſt among the 
Dead, who die in the Lon, wha refd from: their Labours, 


and whaſe Works follow them. To be mus bleft, who 


is there, who, would not chooſe to live and die a Chriſtian ? 
Thus whetber. we-live, we fholl live unto the Lord, or whether 


r live er 
die, we ſhall be the Lord's ® 1141 as 89 f \ 


n £ g 
2 . ” > +4 * 1 
eins i. een | +4 172 8 

. 

0 

* þ k 
= 
A. - oO * * - - : 


> 4 A 7 
. 
* 
2 * * : * 32 
1 * 
1 * * 
D 
: — 
AI „„ ©” 4 0 
1 . 
* * 
>, - 5 160 83 y 1 7 
4 W 
* — * * 
4 "I 5 
* 
*. + + . 4» . - 
- 5 * * * 
1 * 
1 
* — wad « 4 4 o 
* 
4 w oy a 
* 
n * * 1 * * * 
. N 3 
» , 
" - : 
; * Ly on 4 1 0 
* oy 
* — 
. . 
— 4 - 4 : $ 
ol 
. 
s 4% — 
4 1 72 . 2 81 mY 
LY 
* 
4 $ * „ a * * 1 E 
x& "x I _ - 1 4 
9 * 
- 
* "ot 
vx - 
* " 5 
» * 
3 % 
* 
# 5 Fa N 1 
» 3 : J U — 
* 
P * 
* 1 1 
-A * & # $ 
4 * 
7 4 E# F « x LS ws 
— 4 : ® 
+ ** 1 » , ” 2 
. 
* 
„ - - 4 ” 
SS. 
Cl 
* 
0 4 v 
* * ” 
= 
3 * 
4 
* 
” 
. 
2 
* 
= 
4 * 
ox . : 
4 - 


4g mY .# (. RN 7 
n me, of gung in the Lo xv, 


Rev. xiv. 13. 


* HY MN Sung after SERMOx. | 


| I, 
Fou the eternal Throffe on high 
With a kind Rainbow crown'd “, 
A Voice deſcended, and my Ears 
Imbid'd the bliſsful Sound : 


: 3 
_ Writ | is ſpoken by thy Go d, 
And let thy faithful Page 
Tranſmit the Mercy and the Truth 
Thro' ev'ry future Age. 
| 111. | 
« Happy, for ever happy, They, 
„ Who in the Lok p have dy'd, 
% From the bright Moment which the Bands 
« Of Life and Pain unty'd. 


1 v. 
% Yea, ſaid the Spirit, and confirm'd 
The Oracle divine, 
« From ev'ry Grief and Burden freed 
* On Thrones of Bliſs they ſhine: 


v v. 

4 © The pious Works their Hands have wrought 
« Attend them to the Skies, 9272 
« And from the World they left behind 
1 Like Clouds of Incenſe riſe.” -. 
VI. 

Such was the Saint, the Man of '- 7g 
Who once adorn d this Place. . 
Such may we be in Life and Death 1 
By the ſame Pow'r and Grace 


£ * JEM A 


% Rev. iv. 3. 
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DELIVERED AT THE b «$0 
1 N T E R N B N © 


Rev . WILLIAM LANGFORD, D. D. 


At the Burial- Ground in Bunbill-Fields, 
8 Mos 775 


7 


Ay Fellow- Creatures, Fellow- Io Fellow: W 
and W 6 


N what a ſolemn Spot are we hook aſſembled 7 "A 
tha, the Place of a Scull? What Graves cluftered 


upon Graves? What Tombs riſing upon Tombs ? 
” How is human Earth ejected to make Room for human 
Earth! The Valley of dry Bones, the 1 
dow of Death ! . Here the ghaſtly Tyrant has erected his 
Throne, has — his Banners, and reignus in wide De- 
vaſtation, while he daily ſees freſh Numbers added to his 
Conqueſts, and enlarging | his tremendous Dominion 
How humifi; iating, how, awful is Death? Death, the 
Breaker up of our F Welles | the Hier of. e deareſt 
i ot] 15 riends, 


” - 9 


. * KL 
1 9 


1 237 )) 8 F 

Friends, the i # of the tendereſt and- moſt ſacred 
- Connexions, the Extinguiſher of all ſublunary Hopes and 
Joys, the Diſſolver of the Lie between Fleſh and Spirit, 
the Defacer and -Murderer of aur Bodies, and the Re- 
mover of our Spirits into we know not what. undiſcovered, 
and unexplored Regions, and new and n ene of 
Exiſtence. = 

Thus humiliating, thus amal! is Death, and as | pious 
Poet * truly ſays, i ben 6 


Death could not a more ſad Retinue find : | 
Sickneſs and Pain before, and Degen all behind. 


But ö there notring to illuminate, and break the Force - 
of Death? Is there nothing to put in Balance againſt his 


Terrors and Diſtreſſes? Ves, my Friends, there is; adored 


be the infinite Mercy of our Gop and Father! Jesvs 
CHR1sT; the Son of Gop, the Son of Man, the Ranſom 
of Sinners, the Prince of Life, the LoxD from Heaven is 
the Vanquiſher.of Death, and has in hig Hands the Keys 
of the Grave; and his Goſpel, his Covenant of Grace, caſts 
ſuch a Light over all their Darkneſs and Terrors, as not 
only to diſpel them, but brighten and transform our foreſt 
Evils and Plagues into Privileges and Bleflings. What'is 
Death to a true Believer in CHRIS, to one ſheltered un- 
der his Merits, and intereſted in his Salvation, but the Port 
of Reſt, the Gate of Heaven, the Angel of Diſmiſſion from 
this Vale of Vanity and Viciffitude, of Sin and Sorrow, 
and the Angel of Conveyance to the Manſions on high, 
to the perfect and permanent Felicity in the Paradiſe and 
beatific Preſence and Fruition of his Gov in Glory? 80 
harmleſs, ſo friendly is Death to the Souls of Believers 
through hag n to _ cede” and my Ke. 
deemer. 

And even av to abe Bodies of: nenen though it is 
conſeſſed Death has a Dominion over them, yet it 'is but 
Nan for 

F . 


| „ 7 38 )) 4b 

for e und In Compariſon of the long unden 
Duration of Life and Bleſſedneſs that follows after, but a 
very ſhort Time j und us, when they die, and return to 
Duſt, they ſleep in JU, fo ere long He, the Lox p of the 
Dead and the Living, ſhall come himſclf in Perſon, and 


demand them from the Power of Death, and from the 


Priſon of the Grave, and array them with a Glory like 


that which inveſts his own Body, and thus ſhall all his 


Choſen and Redeemed in their compleat Selves be for ever 
happy with the Lon p, and the eternal Triumph ſhall / be 
| ſung, O Death, where is thy Sting 7 © Grave, * 
Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin 
is the Law i to (hs whe; giond-e ole Fiery 
through our Lord Feſus Chrift*. 

Let us pauſe a Moment to conſider ln whats et 
MannerBelievers deſcend to the Grave from that in which 
they ſhall riſe from it. They lie down in the Grave in 
Weakneſs, Corruption, and Ruin, under the corroding 
Curſe of the firſt Alam, but they ſhall aſoend from it in 
Power, Glory, and Immortality, under the vivifying Bleſs- 
ing of the ſecynd. Adem, whoſe Salvation ſhall efface all 
the Diſhonours of our fallen Nature, a8 the Shades of the 
Night are all diſſalved in the Light of the Morning. They 
lie down breathleſs, inſenſible, mouldering Clods, but they 
ſhall ariſe to ſhine like Stars, nan (ache Magn 
their Father. 10 fe ': 79 

And nom what are Wm he Glooms of Death? 
Or. where are the 'T errors of the devouring Grave? Are 
they not all ſcattered, diſpelled, and gone, I mean as to all 
true Believers in,;Jesus: CHanry though to none but 
them? Among this: happy Number, and not the leaſt 
eminent among them, I have the beſt Grounds to include 
our deceaſed Brother, whoſe early Piety, whoſe long and 
faithful Labouta an our Lon D' Vineyard, whoſe unſpotted 
* ma exemplary Life and Conerrſation, whoſe amiable 


| Aſſemblage 
®. 2 Cor. xv. 5557. e tht 4 
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proved by an uncommon Veil of Humility caſt over them, 
oblige us tor conclude; that he was 4 rich Partaker of the 


Salvation in Jusos Cunter, and that he is now, with 
NAIR: amp ere n e 


\ 


= up” Mt vr from this Grave with he Views oh 
by Faith of that ineffable and everlafting Happineſs, that 
Joy of his Loan into which his Spirit is now entered. 
Go from this Grave hearing, as jt were, the Voice of the 
Son of Go p, (it ſhall one Day undoubtedly be heard) 
calling our Brother's ſleeping Duſt into immortal Life and 
Glory ; and go from this Grave with the moſt ſerious 
Concern and Inquiry whether you are intereſted in Jzsus 
CurisT, and have your Share in theſe ineftimable Bleſs- 
ings, that ſo-you may not, when you depart hence, paſd 
from the tranfient Pains of the firſt into the everlaſting - 
Horrors of the ſecond Death ; and may not at the Reſur- 
tection come forth from your Graves as MalefaQors, wha 
have their Chains ſtruck off to be haled from their Priſons 
to a more tremendous Doom, but may riſe as the Chil- 
dren, the Heirs of” God, and Joint - heir: tbith Chrift, riſe 
in the Image of your dear Redeemer, in that bleſſed Morn- 
ing, (how are Time's ſwift Pinions haftening it on!) when 
He ſhall come to be glorified in bis Saints, and to be 
admired in all them who believe. Babold, I come quickly, 
ſays the Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs ; Behold, 7 
come quickly, ſays the Head, the. Proprietor of his Church, 
the Reſurrection and the Life, the Author of eternal Sal- 
| vation to all ſuch as believe upon him, and obey him. 
May we be ever ready to ſay, dam, Even 2 come, Lord — 
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